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1. Introduction 
 
This paper is the first in an annual reporting cycle providing figures and analysis of the numbers of 
certifications for Performing Arts Graded Examinations.  
 
The certification figures cover the period from September 2021 to the end of August 2022, and have been 
compiled from two key sources: 
 

 Ofqual’s vocational qualifications dataset which lists certification data for all regulated qualifications 
from 2012 to the present1 

 Submissions made by Validated awarding organisations to CDMT. 
 
Of these, the first is the publicly available dataset of vocational qualifications published by Ofqual.  The 
second, which may include non-regulated qualifications and other information such as membership numbers 
of dance awarding organisations, will be drawn from submissions made by CDMT Validated awarding 
organisations. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic had an immediate and significant impact on the numbers of certifications for 
Performing Arts Graded Examinations, with numbers reduced from March 2020. The sector is now in a period 
of recovery, with entries for both regulated and unregulated provision for 2022 nearing pre-pandemic levels. 
Before the pandemic, (data collated in Summer 2020), in total approximately 1.85 million graded 
examinations in the performing arts are taken annually around the globe, comprising: 
 

 925,000 entries in music (50%) 

 725,000 in dance (39%) 

 200,000 in drama (11%)2. 
 
Post-pandemic, the proportion of examinations taken across the different disciplines held steady with 
numbers of certifications returning swiftly to pre-Covid levels. See Figure 1 in section 2. 
 
1.1 million of these graded examinations are certificated in the UK, of which 500,000 are awarded for 
qualifications recognised on Ofqual’s Regulated Qualifications Framework. This paints a thriving picture of 
interest in, and engagement with, the performing arts that directly contradicts the bleak landscape for some 
other performing arts qualifications, notably GCSE and A Level, where entries are shrinking significantly. The 
difference is that graded examinations are not typically available in school settings, and rely on specialist 
inputs from peripatetic or private teachers. The entries for GCSE and A Levels in 2022 by subject are as follows:  
 

 39,000 entries in music 

 9,466 entries in dance 

 62,100 entries in drama 

 9,280 entries in expressive arts. 
 

These figures are against a background of significant decline over the past decade, when changes to education 
policies and accountability structures have resulted in a lessening of performing arts provision in and beyond 
mainstream schools. The most conspicuous evidence is illustrated by the reduction in the number of students 
taking dance examinations in schools since 2010 – more than 45% for both GCSE and A Level. A similar pattern 
is replicated for drama and music, which show a decrease of approximately 40% in both subjects for A level 
and 30% for GCSE. 
 
 

                                                      
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/vocational-qualifications-dataset 
2  https://cdmt.org.uk/images/Restarting_the_Sector_-_2021.pdf 

https://cdmt.org.uk/images/Restarting_the_Sector_-_2021.pdf
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2. Regulated performing arts graded examinations  
 

2.1 Music, dance, drama and musical theatre graded examinations by subject 
 
The following chart shows the breakdown of graded examinations by subject.  This is derived from 
certification data for qualifications within the qualification type Performing Arts Graded Examination.  
Qualifications at level 4 exclude diplomas in performance and teaching, but include other graded 
examinations at this level such as Advanced 1 and Advanced 2 dance examinations. 
 
Figure 1 Performing arts graded examination certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by subject 

 

 
 
 
The total number of regulated certifications for the period September 2021 - August 2022 approached 
500,000.  Of this, just under half come from music, including both performance and theory examinations.  
Certifications for dance account for 38% of the total number, with speech and drama certifications at 11%. 
Qualifications titled musical theatre within the qualification type Performing Arts Graded Examination 
accounted for 2% of total certifications. 
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2.2 Music, dance, drama and musical theatre graded examinations by level 
 
Figure 2 Performing arts graded examination certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 
 
 
Figure 2 shows that the highest number of certificates awarded, at just under half the total, are at level 1 
(covering Grades 1 – 3). Certifications at level 2 and 3 are split fairly evenly, each accounting for around a 
quarter of the remaining certifications.  Amongst the small number of certifications at level 4, the majority 
represent vocational graded examinations in dance at Advanced 1 and Advanced 2.  The smallest number of 
certifications is at Entry level, which covers pre-Grade 1 qualifications such as preliminary, primary or Initial 
awards. The number of certifications at Level 5 was too small to be represented on this chart. Figures provided 
by CDMT Validated awarding organisations show that these proportions are roughly similar internationally. 
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3. Regulated graded examinations: Music 
 
For the period September 2021 – August 2022, the total number of certifications for regulated graded 
examinations in music was just over 243,300.  
 
Figure 3: Music graded examination certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 
As with Performing Arts Graded Examinations more broadly, the split by level follows a similar pattern, though 
here the percentage for Level 1 is a little higher (and that for Level 3 a little lower). 
 

4. Regulated graded examinations: Dance 
 
For the period September 2021 - August 2022, the total number of certifications for regulated graded 
examinations in dance was just under 190,000.   
 
Figure 4: Dance graded examination certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 
The split here follows a different pattern. The majority of certifications are still at Level 1, but the difference 
is less pronounced. For dance, the third largest number of certifications are at level 4, the majority of which 
are vocational graded examinations at Advanced 1 and 2.  
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5. Regulated graded examinations: Speech and drama 
 
For the period September 2021 - August 2022, the total number of certifications for regulated graded 
examinations in speech and drama was just over 55,300.   
 
Figure 5: Speech and drama graded examination certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 
Certifications follow a broadly similar patterns to those for music, with just under half at level 1, levels 2 and 
3 showing around a quarter of certifications each, and a small proportion of certifications at Entry level.  
 

6. Regulated graded examinations: Musical Theatre 
 
For the period September 2021 - August 2022, the total number of certifications for regulated graded 
examinations in musical theatre was just over 11,340.   
 
Figure 6: Musical theatre graded examination certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 

 
Again, certifications follow a broadly similar patterns to those for speech and drama, with just under half at 
level 1, levels 2 and 3 showing around a quarter of certifications each, and a small proportion of certifications 
at Entry level.  
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7. Diploma qualifications in performance and teaching 
 
Diploma and teaching qualifications are offered by a number of awarding organisations at level 3 and above.  
Diplomas provide opportunities for learners to progress from the graded examination progressive mastery 
framework by developing their skills further in either performance or in teaching.   
 
The data for diplomas have been taken from the Ofqual vocational qualifications dataset. 
 

7.1 Regulated diplomas: Performance 
 
The total number of certifications for the period September 2021- August 2022 for regulated performance 
diplomas across music, dance and speech and drama was 3,000.  

 
Figure 7: Regulated performance diploma certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 

 
 
By far the majority of certifications were at level 4, with a small proportion at level 5 and around a quarter at 
level 6.  This pattern of certification is consistent with the offer of qualifications at level 4 (Associate) and at 
level 6 (Licentiate) following the traditional diploma suite offered by awarding organisations. The number of 
certifications at Level 7 (Fellowship) was very small, representing only 2% of the total. 
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7.2 Regulated diplomas: Teaching 
 
The total number of certifications for the period September 2021- August 2022 for regulated teaching 
diplomas across music, dance and speech and drama was just over 930.   

 
Figure 8: Regulated teaching diploma certifications 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by level 

 

 
 
 
As with performance diplomas, the majority of certifications are at level 4.  However, a much smaller 
proportion of certificates have been awarded at levels, 5, 6 and 7.  A number of certifications at level 3 
represent qualifications for teaching assistants and associated classroom support roles, typically offered by 
dance awarding organisations. 
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8. Unregulated examinations 
 
Awarding organisations offering graded examinations also deliver many types of unregulated qualifications. 
The main examination types and typical profile of these unregulated examinations, based on the returns 
submitted by Validated awarding organisations, are shown in the chart below.   
 
The popularity of these types of examination is evidenced by the total number of certifications which is higher 
than the total for regulated qualifications (approximately 500,000 - see Section 1) - estimated at around 
600,000 in the UK and a further 750,000 overseas, with the greater proportion of these in dance. 
 
Figure 9: Unregulated examinations 01/09/21 – 31/08/2022 by type 

Figure 9 shows that a significant proportion of certificates awarded are for qualifications known as Medal 
Tests. This is followed by a quarter of certifications awarded for pre-Grade 1 qualifications, including those 
offered to younger children.  Class/group examinations make up a small proportion of the certifications: these 
are usually awarded for group performances, meaning that they are considered unsuitable for regulation. 
 

9. Member teachers of awarding organisations 
 
The numbers of UK teachers preparing students towards graded examinations in the performing arts is 
estimated at: 
 

 60,000 for music  

 15,000 for dance 

 10,000 for speech and drama. 
 

These practitioners may in some cases work as visiting teachers in schools, particularly true of music, but 
more typically operate in privately-owned or hired settings. Often working in isolation, and outside nationally 
understood systems of teacher qualification, this cohort of teachers makes a significant contribution to 
cultural provision in their local area. They offer education from pre-school through to pre-vocational level 
training with many students progressing to vocational or higher education courses3 based on the technical 
skills they acquire, often through studying for graded examinations. 

                                                      
3  https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator

