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CDET:

n Accredits excellent professional training at full-time dance, drama and
musical theatre schools - providing the industry benchmark of quality since 1979
n Validates the world's leading awarding organisations which offer dance,
musical theatre and performing arts qualifications

n Works with Affiliates and Collaborative Bodies to develop the highest standards
of programme provision across the performing arts

n Recognises, by means of the Recognised Awards Scheme, pre-vocational
dance, drama and musical theatre schools and teachers

n Provides membership and other specialist services through the Conference of
Professional Schools, Awarding Organisations Committee, Steering Group for
Dance and Drama Awards (DaDA), Affiliate meetings and Graded Examinations Forum

2017

n Negotiates with government authorities on issues of education funding,
policy and regulation

n Manages a substantial public-facing online platform which promotes members
and core services, as well as administering two information websites for DaDA
and Graded Examinations respectively
n Publishes the UK Guide which is the definitive resource for those seeking
information on quality provision in the sector (this is sponsored by Spotlight)
n Operates a free comprehensive information service for students,
parents, teachers, artists and employers.
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CDET is the quality assurance and membership body for
the professional dance, drama and musical theatre industries.
It is the first point of contact for those seeking information on
education, training and assessment in the sector across the UK.
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Recognised Awards and Administrative Officer
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Finance Officer
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Welcome
Welcome to the 2017 CDET UK Guide sponsored by Spotlight.
CDET is the industry quality assurance body for institutions delivering training, education
and assessment in dance, drama and musical theatre. Our members make an enormous
contribution to the sustainability and international profile of the UK creative industries.
CDET works hand-in-hand with Accredited Schools and Validated Awarding Organisations
to ensure that provision remains at the forefront of current industry trends, addressing
the real world needs of employers—with the purpose of securing the supply of high
quality practitioners for the future. By supporting the performers, students and teachers
of tomorrow, collectively we keep professional training and rigorous assessment as the
two cornerstones of a dependable progression route to a career in the performing arts.
CDET makes every effort to influence important funding, policy and regulatory decisions
affecting the sector, striving to ensure that high quality training is also complemented
by strong advancement pathways at the earlier stages of learning and valued
development opportunities for proficient individuals and professionals going forward.
We extend warmest greetings, to longstanding colleagues and first time readers alike,
to this authoritative source of information on CDET and our membership, with whom
we share a joint commitment to the advancement of outstanding artistic performance.

Trustees
Roger Bramble DL
Independent (Chairman)
Shirley Coen
Bird College

David Grindrod
Casting Director
Independent
Hilary Hadley
Equity

Michael Dixon
Roundhouse
Independent (Hon. Treasurer)

Dr Andrew McBirnie
Royal Academy of Dance

Annette Pearson
National Association
of Teachers of Dancing

Louise Norman
Society of London Theatre
and UK Theatre

Craig Philips
Urdang Academy

Andrew Ward
Independent

Dr Nigel Scaife
Independent

Sarah Wilson
Laine Theatre Arts

Anne Walker MBE
Independent

Jonathan Wood
Weil, Gotshal & Manges
Independent

Glyndwr Jones Director of CDET

Opposite Helen Murray
This page Nicola Selby
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Membership
CDET has proudly served the sector
since 1979, working closely with
member schools, colleges, awarding
organisations and industry bodies to
ensure standards remain at a level that
secures the supply of quality
practitioners for the future. We also
lobby authorities on issues of
government education policy and
funding affecting dance, drama and
musical theatre provision nationwide.
The classifications offered by CDET for
quality assurance in the delivery of
performing arts training, education
and assessment are shown opposite.

Institutional members

Affiliates

Recognised Awards scheme

This classification includes:

This classification comprises the
following courses and programmes:

This classification comprises:

n Accredited Professional Schools,
Colleges and Conservatoires
n Validated Awarding Organisations

Left Nicola Streader
Above Robert Watson

www.cdet.org.uk

Opposite top James Davies
Left to right Jeremy Gassman-PhotoViva, Nathan Greenwood, Tutu Club

n Access to Professional Training
n Performing Arts Training
n Continuing Professional Development

n Pre-vocational Schools
n Teachers
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Opposite Dan Tsantilis
Inset Max Lacome
Left Brian Slater

Institutional members
n have undertaken full institutional inspection
and programme scrutiny by CDET
n are quality assured and confirmed by CDET as
meeting the highest industry and institutional
standards for the delivery of provision in dance, drama
and musical theatre training, education and assessment.

Inspection process typically involves submission
of self-evaluation documentation by the applicant
and a two day visit of the organisation by three
industry consultants.

Affiliates
n have undertaken programme scrutiny and inspection
of relevant accompanying management by CDET
n are committed to working with CDET to develop the
highest standards of programme provision across
the performing arts.

Quality Assurance

Inspection process typically involves submission of selfevaluation documentation by the applicant organisation
and a one-day inspection of the relevant programme by
one or two industry consultants, depending on category.
If successful, the Affiliate will subsequently undergo an
annual monitoring visit.

Recognised Awards holders

CDET's mission is to promote excellence in dance, drama and musical theatre training, education and assessment.
We achieve this through being the quality assurance body of the sector. Our membership comprises professional
training schools, awarding organisations, industry bodies and other education providers. The inspection and
evaluation processes for each quality assurance classification are outlined opposite.

n have undertaken desk-based checks by CDET
n promote the appropriate requirements for teachers
and support students' progression in dance, drama
and musical theatre education.

www.cdet.org.uk

Inspection process involves a 'self-certification' system
with desk-based checks of submitted papers carried out
by a member of CDET office staff.
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Accredited Schools
CDET ensures the provision of high quality professional dance, drama and musical theatre training
through the Accreditation of full-time performing arts schools and colleges, providing the industry
benchmark of quality since 1979.
Full Accreditation is only awarded to those schools and colleges that have successfully
undertaken a thorough and comprehensive, institutional level review by a panel of
CDET nominated industry experts.
CDET Accredited schools offer a huge variety of courses that vary in aims,
content and qualifications. They typically cover a range of disciplines including:
acting, ballet, commercial, contemporary, jazz and urban dance,
drama and musical theatre, etc.

CDET Accredited Schools offer:

Quality-assured training provides the skills, experience and industry connections
needed to succeed as a performer, and to maintain a sustainable career

n qualifications such as the Trinity College

London Level 5 and 6 Diplomas in
Professional Acting, Dance and Musical
Theatre; BA Hons Degrees; teaching
qualifications and private Diplomas.
It is further possible, after graduation to
convert the Trinity College London Level 6
Diplomas in Professional Acting, Dance or
Musical Theatre to a BA Hons Degree
whilst working in the industry
n full membership of Equity (the UK

trade union for professional performers)
on successful graduation
n immediate eligibility for inclusion in

Spotlight (the industry casting service).

Schools around the UK

Schools in the London area

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

ALRA North
Bodywork Performing Arts
Elmhurst Ballet School
The Hammond
Italia Conti Arts Centre Guildford
KS Dance
Laine Theatre Arts
Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts
Liverpool Theatre School
Masters Performing Arts College
Midlands Academy of Dance and Drama
Northern Ballet School
Performers College
SLP College
Stella Mann College
Tring Park School for the Performing Arts

ALRA South
Bird College
Creative Academy
CPA Studios
D&B Performing Arts
Drama Studio London
English National Ballet School
Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts Barbican
Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts Avondale
London Studio Centre
Millennium Performing Arts
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts
Urdang Academy

Opposite Caroline Holden
Cut out Nicola Selby
Above James Davies

www.cdet.org.uk
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Accredited Schools around the UK …

H

08 Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts

D O

12 Northern Ballet School

06 KS Dance

O

D A O

O

11 Midlands Academy of Dance and Drama

D H M O

D

02 Bodywork Performing Arts

D M O

03 Elmhurst Ballet School

15 Stella Mann College

D M O

16 Tring Park School for the Performing Arts

O

26 London Studio Centre

D O

14 SLP College

09 Liverpool Theatre School

04 The Hammond

D H

28 Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts

D H O

01 ALRA North

… and in London

D O

H O

D A O

24 Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts Barbican

H

22 Drama Studio London

19 Creative Academy

17 ALRA South

D H

07 Laine Theatre Arts

D

13 Performers College

D O

O

20 CPA Studios

H

D H O

27 Millenium Performing Arts

D H O

18 Bird College

H A

O

25 Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts Avondale

10 Masters Performing Arts College

05 Italia Conti Arts Centre Guildford

D H A O

29 The Urdang Academy

D H

21 D and B Performing Arts

D

23 English National Ballet School

Accredited Drama and Acting
Accredited Dance
Accredited Musical Theatre

D

H

A

DaDA Funding
HE Student Loans

M
O

19+ Advanced Learner Loans

Music and Dance Scheme
Other Funding - enquire direct
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Validated
Awarding
Organisations

CDET Validates the world's leading awarding organisations offering graded, vocational and diploma
examinations in dance, musical theatre and the performing arts. The awarding organisations listed
opposite have successfully undertaken the inspection process and are Validated by the CDET.

Many of these awarding organisations are
also recognised by the Office of Qualifications
and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) and
have their provision included on the
Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) in
England. This Framework is further mapped to
the European Qualifications Framework (EQF)
which aims to improve the portability of
qualifications across Europe.
CDET ensures the highest standards of
examination provision by carrying out quality
assurance inspections and comparability
studies of member awarding organisations
and their assessments. We also take part in a
range of regulatory forums with the purpose
of contributing to national initiatives and to
enhancing public understanding of
performing arts’ qualifications across the
education system.

British Association of Teachers of Dancing

BATD

bbodance

BBO

British Theatre Dance Association

BTDA

Graded Qualifications Alliance

GQAL

Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing

ISTD

International Dance Teachers' Association

IDTA

National Association of Teachers of Dancing

NATD

Professional Teachers of Dancing

PTD

RSL Performance Arts Awards

RSL

Royal Academy of Dance

RAD

Russian Ballet Society

RBS

Scottish Dance Teachers Alliance

SDTA

Spanish Dance Society

SDS

Trinity College London

TCL

United Kingdom Alliance

UKA

United Teachers of Dance

UTD

Main TalbotLee Photography
Left to right Rog Palmer, George Abdilla, Wave Break Media
Cut out Frederic Frennessen

www.cdet.org.uk
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CDET works with its Validated awarding
organisations offering graded examinations
in dance and musical theatre, and other bodies
offering grades in music and drama, to provide
an authoritative source of information for
government agencies when dealing with
matters affecting the regulation and
recognition of graded exams across the wider
performing arts. The Associated Board of the
Royal Schools of Music, London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art, London College
of Music and New Era Academy presently
collaborate formally with CDET.
Initiatives are typically pursued through the
Graded Exams Forum which comprises Ofqual
recognised bodies awarding grades in dance,
music, musical theatre and drama, as well as
CDET's Committee for Validated members.
Projects to date include the production of
a booklet to advocate the grades as a distinct
qualification type, a supporting website
and a number of significant sector reports.

Cut out Patrick Larder, Joseph Madden, Alysia Wildman

www.cdet.org.uk

gradedexams.com

Be part of
the profession:
Join your union
Your professional name
Equity reserves your professional name for as long
as you remain a member of the union.
Your Student Equity Card
A recognised symbol of your commitment to
becoming a professional practitioner that gives
you access to a range of industry discounts.
Your insurance
Student members automatically have £2 million
Public Liability Insurance.
Your support
We offer two annual bursaries of £500 each plus
information and advice on industry issues.
Join Equity today for £18.25 per year
Visit: www.equity.org.uk
Contact: students@equity.org.uk
@Equity_Students

CDET MEMBERS
GET A 10%
DISCOUNT ON ANY
SUBSCRIPTION

7KH 6WDJH LV WKH ZRUOG·V ROGHVW DQG EHVW WKHDWUH
SXEOLFDWLRQVXSSRUWLQJWKHSHUIRUPLQJDUWVGDQFH
DQGPXVLFDOWKHDWUH.

6XEVFULEHIURPOHVVWKDQ DZHHNIRU
•

%UHDNLQJQHZV including new productions and
audition announcements

•

+LJKSURÀOHLQWHUYLHZV – past interviews have
included Matthew Bourne, Tamara Rojo and Hofesh
Shechter

•

&RPSUHKHQVLYHUHYLHZV of the latest performances

•

$GLVFRXQWRQGDQFHDQGWKHDWUHWLFNHWV
bought on The Stage Tickets

9LVLW thestage.co.uk
6XEVFULEH thestage.co.uk/subscribe
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Affiliates
CDET lists a range of quality-assured opportunities
for students and professionals to study and
prepare for a career in the performing arts
through Affiliate programmes.

The Centre Performing Arts College
Affiliate Performing Arts Training course

Some programmes focus on progression towards
a specific role such as Access to Professional
Training and Performing Arts Training, others
encourage reflective practice in a work-based
context including Continuing Professional
Development, whilst some develop skills in
research and analysis which contribute to the
sector’s wider understanding of its history
and contextual influences, for example,
some Higher Education modules.

International Dance Supplies Ltd
Affiliate Continuing Professional Development

Jason Thomas Performing Arts
Affiliate Access to Professional Training course

Mandy Ellen Performing Arts College
Affiliate Performing Arts Training course

Melody Movement Early Learning
Affiliate Continuing Professional Development

Safe in Dance International
Affiliate Continuing Professional Development

Stageworks Studios
Affiliate Access to Professional Training course

WAC Performing Arts and Media College
Affiliate Performing Arts Training course

Whatever stage individuals may be, in terms
of their aspirations and advancement towards
employment or career development, CDET
endeavours to ensure that appropriate quality
provision is available to meet their needs.

The CDET Affiliates listed on the right are committed
to working with us - through ongoing participation
and annual monitoring - to develop the highest
standards in their courses and programmes across
the performing arts.
Far left Stageworks Studios
Left Nathan Greenwood

www.cdet.org.uk

Dan Tsantilis
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Recognised Awards
CDET’s Recognised Awards are a set of industrydesigned standards for part-time performing arts
Schools and Teachers committed to upholding safe
and professional standards of practice. The Awards
enable students and parents/carers to make informed
choices about the schools, teachers and instructors
with whom they wish to study.

“A good dance floor
is absolutely key to
what we are able
to achieve.”
Sarah E. Baker
Head of Dance,
Liverpool Institute for
Performing Arts

The Awards confirm that Schools and Teachers:

n Have and adhere to appropriate professional
policies and procedures including safeguarding
and health & safety
certificates and adequate insurance

n Adhere to the CDET Code of Professional Conduct and Practice

The Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts is
considered one of the best performing arts schools
in the world. At the top of its agenda is student health
and safety and so it understands the importance of
installing the best quality performance floors. Year
on year, LIPA has put its trust in Harlequin to be its
flooring company of choice.

n Have the appropriate level of relevant teaching qualifications
and/or professional experience

“We chose Harlequin Floors because they are the best and
because it’s really important to us that our students train on
what they will be performing on once they graduate. The
floor plays such a massively important part in the training
of a professional dancer and to me, Harlequin means
professionalism and healthy, long-lasting dancers.”

You can find your nearest CDET Recognised Award
holders by entering your postcode into the search
box on the Part-Time Learning section of the
CDET website.

Sarah E. Baker
Head of Dance,
Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts

The Awards are supported by:
The Awards are supported by:

British Harlequin plc
Festival House, Chapman Way
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3EF
Tel: +44 (0)1892 514888
Fax: +44 (0)1892 514222
Freephone: 0800 28 99 32
www.harlequinfloors.com
enquiries@harlequinfloors.com

www.cdet.org.uk

LONDON
LUXEMBOURG
BERLIN
PARIS
MADRID
LOS ANGELES
PHILADELPHIA
FORT WORTH
SYDNEY
HONG KONG
TOKYO

For more information or samples please
contact us on freephone 0800 28 99 32 or
enquiries@harlequinfloors.com

Photo by Nicola Selby

n Hold valid Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
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Accredited Schools Careers Conference
and Showcase Performance
CDET Careers Conference: 19 November 2017 at LIPA, Liverpool
This unique annual one-day event provides high-quality, relevant and up-to-date information for talented
prospective students, as well as their parents and teachers, who are seeking guidance about education,
training, funding and career opportunities in the dance, drama and musical theatre industries. The
Conference culminates with a unique opportunity to view a performance by current students of CDET
Accredited Schools.
For further information go to cdet.org.uk or email info@cdet.org.uk

99% of past attendees
For Students
Student delegates receive audition style classes and gain first-hand
information from Principals and senior staff of CDET Accredited Schools
about what it is like to attend a vocational school or college. They also receive
seminars providing information on choosing a suitable course and college,
as well as hints and tips on how best to approach auditions.

For Parents and Teachers
Seminars are provided which focus on how to navigate the funding options,
choosing a school, preparing for auditions, what happens after training and
the opportunity to talk individually with senior staff from CDET Accredited
Schools, who will be on hand to answer your questions.
Previous Careers Conferences were held at Urdang, London in November 2016,
at The Hammond, Chester in October 2015 and Elmhurst Ballet School,
Birmingham in May 2015.
Above Jeremy Gassman
Right Brian Slater

www.cdet.org.uk

said they would recommend
the day to others

96% felt it represented
excellent or good value
for money.

“I feel better informed and
equipped to help my daughter
make decisions for her future”
“I enjoyed the fact that it was
very relaxed and you felt you
could ask any questions”

A one of a kind
experience

DANCE
TEACHER
CONFERENCE
2017
Brought to you by IDS

1st and 2nd August 2017
Elmhurst School for Dance,
Birmingham
NEW CLASSES

Many classes to choose from covering
Ballet, Tap, Street, Contemporary,
Musical Theatre, Jazz, Commercial
and loads more.
NEW STYLES

2017 confirmed faculty includes:
Joseph Prouse
Kelly Ewins
Sohan Kailey
Hope Keelan
James Robinson
Dax O’Callaghan

ONLY £75.00 PER DAY
TO BOOK CLASSES
just call Jan on (0) 1626 88 22 06

Every class counts towards your CPD
and is endorsed by the CDET.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

visit idsdanceteacher.co.uk
call (0) 1626 88 22 06

As a member of Spotlight, you’ll get access to a variety of roles in
theatre, film and TV in the UK, Ireland, Europe and America. So if you’re
ready for your screen debut or you can picture yourself on the stage in
the West End or Broadway, Spotlight is your first step to getting noticed
by the best casting directors in the industry.

Join Spotlight today!

